
                                    Summer 2023                                         


COMMANDER’S CORNER  
The National Encampment will be held in Nashua, New 
Hampshire from August 3-6. Safe travels are extended to all who 
plan to attend.  The main topics will include Son’s membership 
requirements and Brothers skills set survey.

Shot glasses are on sale to help fund the Stephenson Memorial 
in Petersburg. The summer is half over and I hope you have all 
had some time to travel and relax. Stay well and I hope to see 
you all in Ottawa in October for our midterm meeting. 
 
In Fraternity Charity and Loyalty
 
Gary Gunderson,

Commander, Department of Illinois

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

We have several bird feeders around our home, and I 
have once again concluded that they are divided into 
Liberals and Conservatives.  However, when it comes to 
feeding - they are all Independents.  Sparrows will 
chase finches, and red headed sparrows will chase 
goldfinches - and they will all chase their own kind off - 
so that they can get to the feeder.  It seems to me that 
they were all hatched and learned survival in the 
Capital, where such activity is common.
We must come to the conclusion that Fraternity, Charity 
and Loyalty requires us to share, help one another, and  

  not put ourselves first. If you agree with me - say AMEN.

In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty
Chaplain Jerry 
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The Railsplitter 
The Newsletter of the Department of Illinois 

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

On May 11 at the Department’s Annual Encampment in Decatur, IL, 
Brother Gary Gunderson (Camp #2), was elected Dept 
Commander; Brother Bobby Welch (Camp 39), was elected DSVC; 
Brother David Wildermuth (Camp #443), was elected DJVC; Brother 
Don Sherman (Camp #1), was elected DS; Brother Lee Lasseigne 
(Camp #2), was elected DT; and Brothers Wayne Wehrheim (Camp 
#67), Richard Hoovier (Camp #26), and Joseph Kessler (Camp #4) 
were elected Council.  (Appreciation is extended to Brothers Steven 
Westlake and David Wildermuth for submitting this information.) - 
Courtesy Br Chuck Murphy        



The Railsplitter Summer 2023 Page �2

 PATRIOTIC INSTUCTION

Patriotism is a feeling of love, devotion, and sense of attachment to one’s country. This 
attachment can be a combination of many different feelings, language relating to one’s own 
homeland, including cultural, ethnic, political, or historical aspects.  


The English word ‘Patriot’ derived from “Compatriot,” in the 1590’s, from Middle French 
“Patriote” in the 15th century.  The French word’s “Compatriote” and “Patriote” originated directly 
from the late Latin Patroita “fellow countryman,” in the 6th century. Ultimately for the Greek 
Patriotes “fellow countryman: from Patrios “of one’s fathers,” Partis “fatherland.” The term was 
originally applied to Barbarians who only held their language, customs, and dedication to their 
fatherland instead of adapting to their country of residence.  

Many people opposed patriotism as these so-called patriots held that their faith and government 
were one and the same, adhering to no separation of church and state. In some cases, this was true, as church prelates 
were also members of the governing body of matters of state from these countries. Opponents left to seek a better life in 
another country.

“I Pledge Allegiance to the Flag” 
Simply stated, patriotism is the feeling of love for one’s country. Demonstrating patriotism—being “patriotic”—is one of 
the necessities of being the stereotypical “good citizen.”  However, patriotism, like many well-intentioned habits, can be 
harmful when taken to the extreme. Patriotism is the feeling and expression of love for one’s home country along with a 
feeling of unity with others who share those feelings. Though it shares patriotism’s love of country, nationalism is the 
belief that one’s country is superior to all others. While considered a necessary attribute of good citizenship, when 
patriotism becomes politically mandatory, it can cross a line.


“of the United States of America”  
The first American patriots were the founding fathers, who risked their lives and fortunes to free the colonies from British 
rule.  The single sentence in The Declaration of Independence: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, 
and the pursuit of Happiness.” In this statement of rights it was an acknowledgement that every citizen could pursue 
personal fulfillment, such as ambition and creativity, that would fuel the nation’s economy.  As a result, the pursuit of 
happiness became and remains the force behind America’s entrepreneurial system of free-market capitalism.


“And to the Republic” 
As the Civil War began, white northerners viewed the public’s patriotic feelings as a crucial part of the military effort. To 
cultivate this emotional commitment, they turned to Christianity, with its call for self-sacrifice, and merging love of home 
and hearth with devotion to the nation. But some questioned whether Northern society had become too focused on a 
love of money and things to properly rise to the occasion. Soon, though, it became clear that consumerism could be the  
means of patriotic sentiment.  Within weeks of the bombing of Fort Sumter, individuals and businesses would fly the 
Stars and Stripes.  Philadelphia and New York were awash in American flags. At first, they were handmade, but with the 
great demand meant retailers quickly began stocking mass-produced ones, along with flag pins and Union-themed 
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jewelry. Soon, printers and publishers filled the market for consumer goods with patriotic and war-themed books, maps, 
songbooks, and games. As I covered in a previous article one extremely popular product was stationery printed with 
images of flags, wartime generals, and Lady Liberty. Some merchants sold these items advising consumers “to sustain 
the government and the flag,” though they were sold purely for profit, not to benefit any wartime efforts.  As a side note 
the cost to mail one of these letters and envelopes to our boys in blue cost $1.60 in Civil War period money.


“For which it stands”  
For the four years of the Civil War, the advocates of racial oppression and political reaction endeavored to destroy the 
United States. For fourscore years before that, however, they were the country’s most stalwart friends. In the period only 
later dubbed the antebellum era, Southerners weren’t aching to leave the Union. Instead, they sought to strengthen it, 
expand it, and further solidify their control of its most powerful and least representative institution: the Senate, the 
Presidency, and the Supreme Court. Until Lincoln’s election in 1860, many Southern whites, including slaveholders, 
considered themselves patriotic Americans; even, they incessantly boasted, the most loyal. After their states moved to 
secede and form a rival Southern nation, Confederates believed they were the ones holding true, if not to the flag they 
had always revered, at least to what it had always stood for: slavery, states’ rights, and white supremacy. Southern 
slaveholders, nearly to a man, loved and cherished the Union and were sorry to depart from it. They seceded only to 
remain loyal to a country and Constitution as they understood it.  “If we cannot save the Union, we may save the 
blessings it enshrines,” one reverend preached in New Orleans in November 1860.  “If we cannot preserve the vase, we 
will preserve the precious liquor it contains.”


“One Nation, Under God, Indivisible” 
Shortly after Appomattox, former Confederates were once again offering odes to the glorious Union they had so recently 
attempted to destroy. This wasn’t hypocrisy; it made sense. While they were proud of the attempt they had made to 
stand up for their supposed rights, the defeated rebels now recognized that their patriotic forefathers had been right after 
all. The Union itself offered the best protection for the system of racial subordination and unfree labor they depended 
upon, which they now sought to re-establish in fact if not in name. In 1867 former Confederate senator Benjamin Hill 
from Georgia stated that the Union is “the wisest, noblest, and grandest contribution ever made by the human intellect to 
the science of government.”  For Senator Hill and many others, both the United States and the Confederacy were 
founded on white supremacy.  The rebellion that created one had succeeded, the other failed.  Wealthy Southerners 
trusted that the four years of death and suffering would convince Americans in the North never again to challenge the 
fundamental compromises that had been made in order to enact the Constitution in the first place.


“With Liberty and Justice for All.” 
From this short composition it is evident that both sides of the Civil War were comprised of patriotic Americans. Sadly, it 
had to come to war for both sides to realize that Patriotism can be carried too far.


Respectfully Submitted in F. C. L.  Michael Zafran, 

PCC and Patriotic Instructor, Dept of Illinois

 

 (As I read Brother Zafran’s very fine article above, I felt inspired to cite ”The Pledge of Allegiance”.  The pledge is inserted 
between his paragraphs as a token of respect and to compliment his first-rate effort.  - Courtesy Br Chuck Murphy)        

  

SPECIAL NOTICE 
Sadly, we regret to inform you that Brother David Wildermuth passed away on July 20, 2023. He was the 
Department Junior Vice Commander and Camp Commander of Hecker Camp #443 Belleville.  More 
information about Brother Dave will be included in the Fall 2023 edition of the “Railsplitter”.  Our hearts go 
out to his family, his friends, Camp #443, and to all of his Brothers.            
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CAMP NOTES 

Sheridan Camp #2 Aurora


From left to right above are Brother Eric Pry, Curator of the Aurora GAR Hall, Aurora Deputy Mayor 
Trujillo, DPI Michael Zafran, National Chaplain Jerome Kowalski and, from California, Brother Fred C. 
Hall.  Brother Hall ceremonially presented the Civil War diary of his Great Grandfather, Frederick 
Thayer, past post commander of the GAR Hall, to Eric Pry on May 30, 2023.   The diary was initially sent 
to the hall during Covid, but Brother Hall drove to the GAR Hall all the way from from California to 
make the presentation in person.  We appreciate Brother Hall joining us for such a special event.  
Courtesy Br Michael Zafran.         

In these photos Camp 2 Brothers 
prepare to march and ride in the 
4th of July parade Hinsdale, IL. 
There was a large turnout along 
the parade route which is always 
exciting to see.       

Fraternity Charity Loyalty
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 .                


On the right, 
standing before 
the seated band, 
is DPI Michael 
Zafran who MC’d 
the Wheaton, IL 
4th of July 
celebration in 
Pleasant Hill 
Cemetery.  In the 
photo below 
right is DSVC 
Bobby Welch, 
standing next to 
Brother Zafran.    
Brother Welch 
was the keynote 
speaker for a 
Memorial Day 
gathering at 
Lincoln National 
Cemetery, and 
Brother Zafran 
was the singer 
for the 16th 
time.  that 
Brother Zafran 
can really carry 
a tune! 

Above DPI Michael Zafran 
leads in song as Camp #2 and 
other Brothers gather for a 
Memorial Day ceremony at 
Jewel Grove Cemetery in 
Wheaton, IL.  A very nice 
group photo of Camp #2 is 
immediately below at the top 
of the next page. Courtesy Br 
Michael Zafran.  

The Union forever, hurrah boys hurrah! 

Above left is CC Lee Lasseigne offering a few remarks and on the right are Camp 2 
Brothers celebrating Memorial Day at West Aurora Cemetery in Aurora.  



The Railsplitter Summer 2023 Page �6

To the right DPI Michael Zafran is standing 
at the grave of Thomas Moore, last veteran 
of the Civil War from Grundy County buried  
in Staple Cemetery, Morris, IL.  The bronze 
plaque was created by PDC, Brother Stuart 
Stefany, of Camp #1.  The plaque will be 
added to Moore's collection at Carbon Hill, 
IL historical museum.  A close-up photo of 
the plaque is pictured below. - Courtesy Br 
Michael Zafran  



The Railsplitter Summer 2023 Page �7

From left to right in the above photo is Lynda Kerstein, Regent, Springfield Chapter, National Society, 
Daughters of the American Revolution; Debra Coe, State Regent, Illinois State Organization, National 
Society, Daughters of the American Revolution; Julie Barnes, Illinois President, United States Daughters of 
1812; Carol Wood, member, United States Daughters of 1812; Doda Starkey, Illinois State Historian, National 
Society, Daughters of the American Revolution; and Mary Barringer, member, Daughters of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War. (for the Photo and identification of individual ladies we’re indebted to Lynda Kerstein).    
Courtesy Br Chuck Murphy 

Old Glory 
and the 

114th are 
pictured on 
the right, 
and on the 

left is a 
photo of  
Brother 
(and MC) 
Richard 

Schachtsiek 
in the 

background,  
and Brother 

Larry 
Werline, aka 

General 
grant, 

offering 
remarks at 
the podium.  

Memorial Day 2023

McClernand Camp #4 Springfield

A joint endeavor of the 114th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment and Camp 4, eighty-plus attended Memorial Day ceremonies 
at the GAR mound down the hill behind Lincoln’s Tomb in Oak Ridge Cemetery.  We welcomed and appreciated the 
participation of a number of Ladies joining us this year from various patriotic organizations.  They are identified below.        
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A Memorial Day Memory  


A generation or so ago, back when I was still in 
the Springfield labor force - but prior to joining 
the Order - I was a confirmed but still closeted 
Civil War buff and every year I would attend 
Memorial Day ceremonies at the GAR mound 
at Oak Ridge Cemetery. 


Jackie Wright was a fixture at those 
ceremonies. She was a well-known activist and 
leader in several Allied Orders, and a tireless 
supporter of General John A. McClernand.  For 
years, she taught at McClernand elementary 
school here in town.  The school is located on 
the same site as the McClernand family home 
once occupied on the northeast corner of 6th 
and Enos Streets.      


Jackie was the first person to expose me to 
Civil War poetry, and every year she would read 
all seven stanzas of “The Blue and the Gray”, 
by Francis Miles Finch.  A native Oklahoman, 
her voice had a distinct drawl, and would very 
nearly quiver as she slowly and passionately 
read the poem.  It was almost as if she 
personally knew all 600,000 plus who perished 
in the war.      

   

She passed a few years ago and of course, I 
had taken her for granted.  I wish that I would 
have recorded her version of the poem.  You 
couldn’t help but be touched.  Now that I am 
an old man, I look back upon her with 
appreciation for exposing me to the solemnity 
of Civil War poetry.  The third stanza from “The 
Blue and The Gray” is quoted below:


“From the silence of sorrowful hours  

The desolate mourners go, 

 Lovingly laden with flowers  

Alike for the friend and the foe; 

Under the sod and the dew,  

Waiting the judgement-day; 

Under the roses, the Blue, 

Under the Lilies, the Gray.”   
  

Courtesy Br Chuck Murphy 

Photoed above is the SUVCW Last Union Veteran Memorial 
and pictured below is William Prater, the last Civil War 
soldier to be buried in Adams County, Illinois.  This photo 
of him is from the September 1, 1944 edition of the Quincy 
Herald Whig newspaper.  Camp 4 conducted a Last Soldier 
ceremony at his gravesight in the cemetery at the Quincy 
Veterans Home on June 24.  Despite him being at 
Andersonville for seven months, and living with the 
aftermath of Scurvy and other medical maladies, he lived 
to the ripe old age of 100, dying in December 1944.  He 
drove an old Ford around town on his good days, but had 
to walk or else not leave the house when he felt bad.   He 
served with Co, D, 69th Illinois Infantry for a few 
months, and then Co. A, 14th Illinois Cavalry.          
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Please note The angle of this photo is 
very nearly perfect.  Old Glory is 
positioned immediately above William 
Prater’s grave.  And Instead of in the 
shadow on the face side of Prater’s 
headstone, the star shaped “Last Soldier” 
memorial is pictured in the foreground on 
the right, “sunlit” side of the stone.  
There is no audio But You can tell as much 
by the slight gesture of his right hand - as 
you can by his partially opened mouth - 
that Sam Grant is offering a few 
appropriate remarks In tribute to Private 
Prater.  As those gathered listened 
intently to Grant’s message, the company 
of headstones formed up behind him 
seemed every bit as attentive.  Imagine 
that grant remains as popular with their 
headstones as he was with the Civil war 
veterans for whom the headstones keep 
watch over.  For in their eyes It was 
Grant who never wavered.  It was Grant 
who took the offensive.  It was Grant who 
made the difference.  It was Grant who 
led them to victory.  As Grant honored 
Prater, he also paused to pay tribute to 
William’s fellow Blueboys who 
successfully persevered to save the 
Union.  (Credit Wayne Wiekne, of the Quincy 
Herald Whig newspaper, for the exceptional 

From left to right above at the Prater event  
are event coordinator/Brother Rich Jones, 
SVC Larry Werline, and CC Joseph Kessler.  
Immediately Below is a photo of the American 
Legion Post #37 Honor Guard, and pictured at 
the bottom are the post’s two trumpeters who 
echoed the playing of taps, Beth Young and 
Richard Schmitt.        
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Old Glory Camp #6165 Chicago 


  

On Saturday, June 17, 2023 US Grant Camp 
1863 celebrated its annual Flag Day with the 
Clayson House Museum Historical Society in 
Palatine, Illinois.  A resolution was given to 
Camp Commander Mike Gregory. The camp 
raised some $360.00 for their Camp Flag 
Fund.  Color guards from the U.S. Marine 
Corps, U.S. Coast Guard, Chicago’s Own 
Young Marines, NJROTC Unit Wheeling High 
School, local Girl and Boy Scout units, SAR 
Unit, Navy League of the United States, 
American Legion, Department and Camp 
SUVCW. Civil War music was provided by 
Elaine and John Masciale.  Folding of the 
American Flag was performed by the NJROTC 
unit and presented to a WW2 veteran.  
Pictured below are Camp members 
presenting the proclamation.   

In Fraternity, Charity, & Loyalty,

PDC Brother Nick Kaup


From 1868 to 1970 Memorial Day was 
celebrated annually on May 30.  Congress 
passed legislation and beginning in 1971, 
Memorial Day was changed to the fourth 
Monday in May, converting it to a three day 
weekend. - Courtesy Br Chuck Murphy     

  


In the photo on the right, a terrific 
young man Cadet Lincoln (You gotta 
love that name) Culp received our 
prestigious award from PDC Nick 
Kaup at the awards presentation on 
Wednesday, May 10th.  Each military 
academy awarded scholarships as 
well as many other major colleges 
and universities to their graduating 
seniors.  Wheeling High School is 
one of the oldest JROTC programs in 
the entire country.  Our future is in 
good hands. 

In Fraternity, Charity, & Loyalty, 
Brother Nick Kaup, PDC 
Department of Illinois  



The Railsplitter Summer 2023 Page �11

On the left is a photo of the flag being folded.  Below is a group photo of 
the uniformed personnel who participated in the program.  It was a splendid 
event at the Clayson House Museum. 


In F,C, and L - PDC Nick Kaup   

Brother, PDC, CC Nick Kaup routinely submits a copy of the Union Ridge Cemetery Association newsletter as it 
always contains articles and announcements relative to its Civil War agenda.  Headlines in the newsletter about 
the Annual Memorial Day ceremonies at Union Ridge are a mainstay and as always, Camp 6165 is in the thick of 
it.  “… 70 plus Civil War soldiers are buried at Union Ridge, one of the oldest cemeteries in Chicagoland.”  The 
photo below is of the 1st Illinois Volunteer Light Artillery, Battery L, who fired a Civil War cannon at the conclusion 
of the proceedings.       
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In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty
Brother Nick Kaup, PD

On the left in these  
photos at Union 
Ridge are National 
Chaplain Jerry 
Kowalski, has spouse, 
sister JoEllen of 
Auxiliary Tent #3, 
and PDC Nick Kaup.  
In the picture On the 
right are a couple of 
Chicago’s Very Own 
at Parade Rest.  
Standing below at 
the podium Chaplain 
Jerry is presenting 
the invocation, and 
sitting on the far 
right is keynote 
speaker,  Brother 
Gene Salecker.  His 
topic was “The Origin 
of Memorial Day”.    

“…for the purpose of strewing with flowers or otherwise 
decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of 
their country…”  

General Order #11 

Courtesy Br Chuck Murphy 


